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with the Lord? With extraordinary irreverence,
the Deity is reduced to the level of a moderately
just man. Our acts are rated. They are rewarded
or we are made to pay a penalty. The good graces
of the Lord are bought with offerings and good
deeds. After having sinned a long time, we be-
come reconciled to Him by the aid of magic
formulas or thanks to the intervention of his
favourite ministers. While believing this, the
disciple blushes when he is compelled to perceive
the fact. This is much.

The most cruel spectacles which the religions
present to us are those of persecutions in the name
of faith. But merely let the spirit of tolerance
and human understanding penetrate the religious
domain and it will suffice to render that domain
a factor of serenity and happiness.

Lovers of free and independent thought should
not forget that, in striving to persecute religion
and its believers, it would become still more
odious than is religious fanaticism; for religions
have excuses which free thought lacks.

Lying beliefs, it will be said. Nothing justifies
them. Let us reject them in the name of truth!
Now, it is precisely philosophic truth which teaches
us supreme caution. We know the errors of our
knowledge. Its extent and its depth remove
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